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Deeply insightful rock photography: Musikmesse 2015 exhibits 
works of the exceptional photographer, Neal Preston 
 
Special exhibition ‘In the Eye of the Rock‘n’Roll Hurricane’ travels 
through 45 years of rock history 
 
American photographer Neal Preston is one of the greats of international 
music photography. From Bruce Springsteen to Led Zeppelin, from Mick 
Jagger to Queen, his subjects read like a who’s who of music icons. 
Visitors to the Musikmesse from 15 to 18 April in Frankfurt have the 
chance to visit the special ‘In the Eye of the Rock’n’Roll Hurricane’ 
exhibition, which provides a unique insight into 45 years of rock history. 
The powerful, intimate images capture musicians in their creative and 
personal environments and are authentic testimonies of life, with its 
highs and lows, on and behind the stage. The exhibition is beautifully 
produced and features over 60 works from this American artist. Although 
many of the photographs to be shown in Frankfurt have appeared 
previously in international magazines and books, in countless television 
programs and within the packaging of audio CD's and DVD's, the 
exhibition also includes works that have never previously been seen. A 
headphone commentary offers trade-fair visitors more information about 
how these amazing snapshots came to be taken, enabling them to 
explore the history behind the photographs. In addition visitors will have 
the opportunity to purchase exquisite museum grade prints, hand signed 
and numbered by Neal Preston who will be on site at Musikmesse 2015. 
The money raised will be donated to charity. 
 
“Music is part of our cultural heritage – rock ‘n’ roll just as much as opera 
or classical music. The musical legends photographed by Neal Preston 
include AC/DC, Eric Clapton, Brian May, and Stevie Nicks, Bob Dylan 
and Frank Zappa, to name a handful. For many people they provide all 
the incentive they need to pick up an instrument,” explains Cordelia von 
Gymnich, Vice President Consumer Goods & Entertainment at Messe 
Frankfurt Exhibition GmbH. “Our aim with the Musikmesse is to provide 
active encouragement to music making. Fascination for music is inspired 
not just by exhibitors’ innovative new products, but also by events like 
this that bring music palpably to life.” This special exhibition of the works 
of Neal Preston was initiated by Paderborn based Lightpower GmbH, 
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one of the most highly reputed international distributors of professional 
stage lighting equipment, in close cooperation with Messe Frankfurt. 
Lightpower’s managing director, Ralph-Jörg Wezorke, is revealed as 
being a long-time fan of the photographer: “Preston’s archive is one of 
the most important in the whole music industry. I once travelled half way 
around the world to buy photographs from this exceptional artist for our 
company’s collection – today I am proud to provide a stage worthy of 
these unique historical documents at the Musikmesse.” The exhibition is 
also intended to emphasise the organisers’ commitment to the global 
event industry. For this reason all the money generated by the sale of 
special prints and other ancillary merchandise will be included in a 
donation to the ‘Behind the Scenes’ charity, which provides financial 
support for event technicians and their families when, for reasons of 
illness, they are no longer able to continue their career. Having being 
founded in the USA, the charity has already extended its work to the 
United Kingdom and is also planning cooperative arrangements in 
Germany. 

 

Queen frontman Freddie Mercury at Wembley Stadium: one of the works to be exhibited in Frankfurt 

In the Eye of the Rock’n’Roll Hurricane will be open to Musikmesse 
participants in hall 4.1 for the whole duration of the trade fair. The 
exhibition also includes further insights from the artist himself into his 
creative work. “We have created something much greater than just a 
collection of fine-art music photography prints. This is a living, breathing 
exhibition on a grand scale where the pictures seems to come alive, and 
capture the same excitement and passion that I felt – and still feel – 
while photographing the most legendary, iconic artists in rock ‘n’ roll 
history. Our goal is for the viewer to have a visceral experience, and 
through the photographs be able to actually feel the power and energy of 
being on stage performing for tens of thousands of people, and then feel 
what it's like backstage, touring at a grueling pace, and more", explains 
Neal Preston. “Our team has put together a truly unique photography 
exhibition that captures the magic of those incredible times – and it has 
made me realize how fortunate I have been to have been given the 
opportunity to document all of this from the inside out. Mounting this 
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show has been a surreal experience and we are thrilled with how it 
turned out. I am excited for people to come and see what we've done.” 
 
This special exhibition area at the Musikmesse is the first stage in a 
worldwide tour for the  In the Eye of the Rock‘n’Roll Hurricane exhibition. 
 
For more information about the Musikmesse please go to 
www.musikmesse.com 
 
Musikmesse – Hands on music 
Next event: 15 to 18 April 2015 
Musikmesse is the leading international trade fair for musical instruments, sheet music, music 

production and music business connections. The spectrum of products on show covers every 
musical need from classical instruments, guitars and basses, wind instruments and percussion 
to electronic equipment, as well as hardware and software. At the last Musikmesse, 1,318 

exhibitors from 51 countries made presentations at Frankfurt Fair and Exhibition Centre. 
Buyers from all channels of distribution can make contact with international customers and 
suppliers and network efficiently at Musikmesse. Musicians and music lovers have the chance 

to test the latest products and attend workshops, product demonstrations and concerts by 
well-known artists. Additionally, the range of complementary events includes awards 
ceremonies, seminars and lectures for basic and advanced training, as well as programmes 

designed to promote music making among young people and children. In 2014, 65,362 visitors 
from 120 countries attended the fair. 
 

Background information on Messe Frankfurt  
Messe Frankfurt is one of the world's leading trade fair organisers, generating around € 550* 
million in sales and employing more than 2,200* people worldwide. The Messe Frankfurt 

Group has a global network of 28 subsidiaries and around 50 international Sales Partners, 
allowing it to serve its customers on location in more than 160 countries. Messe Frankfurt 
events take place at more than 30 locations around the globe. In 2014, Messe Frankfurt 

organised 120* trade fairs, of which more than half took place outside Germany.  
Comprising an area of 578,000 square metres, Messe Frankfurt’s exhibition grounds are home 
to ten exhibition halls. The company also operates two congress centres. The company is 

publicly owned, with the City of Frankfurt holding 60 percent and the State of Hesse 40 
percent.  
For more information, please visit our website at: www.messefrankfurt.com 

* preliminary figures (2014) 
 


